406              THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

will not have it imposed by a resolution of the Committee. The
matter was finally referred to the Working Committee. In the
face of the divided feeling the Working Committee will find it
difficult to bring out a suggestion that will be unanimously accepted
by the members.

MR. TYAGI'S LETTER

I had thought I had closed the controversy arising out of my
writing1 questioning Mr. Tyagi's bravery. But it gives me pleasure
to be able to present the reader with a free translation of a letter
received by me from him on his way as a prisoner to Meerut;

I was not able to see Toung India containing your defence of your dear
friend Maulana Shaukat Ali. I received it rather late as I was for-
tunately in jail at the time. I have the unhappy news of your reference
to me as chicken-hearted and cowardly. I cannot describe to you the
pain I felt when I saw myself described by those adjectives. I try to con-
sole myself with the belief, that what you have written was written in
good faith, but my soul refuses to be satisfied. Your opinion seems to be
that on being slapped I should have attempted to leave the court and
suffered the consequence of any such attempt. I admit I could have done
so. But the spectators, it is likely, on witnessing more violence, which, it
is certain, the magistrate blind with power would have done to me, might
have laid their hands on him. The result would have been firing.
And by my loss of restraint, hundreds of my countrymen would have been
shot. This was the only thought that deterred me- And yet I did not
remain totally inactive. Have you not yet seen the letter I wrote to the
magistrate immediately after the incident? When the magistrate, after the
administering of violence, asked me whether I had any statement to
make, I replied in a loud voice, "I decline to make any statement before a
court so unjust and lawless as yours and in which accused are assaulted
by it." Is not the above statement sufficient evidence that I was not
cowed down? Whatever I did at the time I did for my country's good
and I never thought that it would be displeased with my action. I alone
know how difficult it was for me to remain calm on receiving the slap. If
you still think I have erred, you will forgive me. My respects to my
country.

Indeed Mr* Tyagi's countrymen who were present and wit-
nessed his bearing did realize that he had acted in the country's
interest. I, a distant critic, not knowing that he had let the magis-

* Fid? "Notes", 13-10-1921, under the sub-title "A Contrast"; also "Notes",
20-10-1921, under the sub-titles "A Magistrate's Apology", and "Accused's State-
ment".